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OF NATURE
90% of our lives are spent inside the built environment, to
maintain a connection with nature, our built environment
should directly relate to and reflect nature.

OF PLACE
Architecture and interior design should be a reflection of
site and a reaction to the context of the site.

DOING GOOD
As designers, we have the responsibility to do good
through our designs. It is imperative to keep the usability
of space in mind to ensure it supports the activities of
occupants, to focus on sustainability during construction
and life cycle of a building, to pay attention the messages
the building sends to the users, and to ensure the design
is inclusive.
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FUNCTION + FORM
Good design should create things that are both beautiful
and functional.

WHIMSY
Design should be fun. This can take many forms but
usually results in the end user feelings either surprise or
delight. Surprise can come from an unexpected material
or form. Delight can stem from the design meeting a
user’s needs with a unique and satisfying solution.

DECLARATION

Welcome Lobby | Design Development

MOTIVATION
The U.S. economy, democracy, and the health and
happiness of citizens depends on maintaining social
capital, the networks of bonds between community
members. Social capital creates the trust that facilitates
action and cooperation for mutual benefit. Since the
1960s, there has been a decline in-person socialization
and social bonds both within and between demographic
groups in the US resulting in reduced social capital
(Putnam, 2000).
One measure to combat declining social capital is
to create third places where incidental and repeated
social interactions build and reinforce bonds between
community members (Oldenburg, 1997).
6

METHODS
Current literature regarding social capital, the spatial
characteristics of third places, participatory design, and
placemaking will be reviewed including Putnam’s “Bowling
Alone”, Oldenburg’s “The Great Good Place”, and
Klinenberg’s “Palaces for the People”.

With the reduction of accessible and inclusive public
third places, many libraries have responded by adapting
to act as community hubs. Libraries have updated their
archetypal interior design and programming to be a
contemporary third place. In a recent Pew Study 90% of
Americans ages 16 and older said that the closing of their
local public library would have a negative impact on their
community (Pew Research Center, 2020).

A precedent study will compare and contrast existing
libraries that act as community centers. The selected
libraries are the Francis A. Gregory Neighborhood
Library by Adjaye Associates in Washington, D.C. and
the Libbie Mill Library by Quinn Evans in Henrico, VA.
Direct observation will be conducted to examine common
activity types, circulation patterns, user interactions,
and user’s adjustments to the spaces. The libraries will
be studied with a focus on how participatory design and
placemaking were used in their development process and
their success at meeting the new demands of third places.

ISSUE

RESULTS

This research will examine how interior design can
establish and reinforce bridging and bonding social ties
for the purpose of strengthening community and social
capital. The interior design of a library acting as a third
place will focus the investigation.

ABSTRACT

Some expected avenues of research include how
placemaking - the reflection of the community’s identity
in a place, and participatory design - the involvement of
the community in a meaningful way during the design
process, impact the success of a third place.

Placemaking requires that a space has meaning to its
users. When a place has meaning to its users, the space
becomes part of the community members’ self-identity.
This creates an attachment to the place and reinforces
the members’ belonging to the community surrounding
the place. Place attachment and the sense of community

promotes health, safety, social interaction, and mutual aid
(Hull, 1992).
Community participation and co-production in the
planning and design process, based on Arnstein’s ladder of
citizen participation, increases the likelihood that a sense
of place within the host community will be developed as
an outcome of the planning and design process (Ellery,
2019).
Successful third places often have the following
characteristics: active, accessible, available as needed,
inclusive of diverse populations, flexible, permeable to the
outside, and containing ample seating.

CONCLUSION
Based on these results, this project will study how a library
can be designed as a third place that fosters connections,
builds community, and restores social capital. Through the
study of the precedent libraries the design will suggest an
effective way to employ participatory design, placemaking,
and best practice spatial characteristics of third places to
create a successful community space.
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INTRODUCTION
This thesis began with an observation about the state of
community and social bonds in our society. The research
looks at how community is established and how place can
reinforce social ties.

SOCIAL CAPITAL
Social capital theory states that social networks, the bonds
between community members, have value. Like physical
capital and human capital, social capital can be measured
and can increase the individual and collective productivity
of a population. This increase in productivity stems from
the norms of reciprocity and trust that result from strong
social ties. Reciprocity and trustworthiness create a
mutual obligation that creates efficiency in a community.

8

Social capital is both a private good and public good. An
individual can benefit from being well-connected (for
example, their neighbor assisting with trash while they
are out of town) and the community as a whole can
benefit for having well connected members (for example,
community groups often undertake tasks that benefit the
entire community not just themselves like raising money
for local initiatives or maintaining streetscapes).
All social capital is not the same. There are the bonds
formed between the tight-knit group of friends who
meet every weekend for dinner or the book club member
who meet once a month to discuss their latest book and
updates to their lives and then there are the bonds formed
between acquaintances or people with anonymous but
regular interaction (commuters on the same train every

RESEARCH

day). Some social bonds are formalized within a group
like a PTA association or a civic group while others are
informal like a pick-up game of basketball or parents
meeting at the playground.
An important distinction between types of social capital is
bridging (inclusive) and bonding (exclusive) social capital.
Bonding social capital is inward looking and reinforces
exclusive identities and homogeneous characteristics.
Bridging social capital is outward looking and includes
people of different backgrounds, socio-economic
statuses, etc.

COMMUNITY BONDS HAVE
WEAKENED SINCE THE
1960S AND 70S DUE TO
OVERWORK, PRESSURES OF
TIME AND MONEY, SUBURBAN
SPRAWL, INCREASED
MOBILITY, GENERATIONAL
SUCCESSION, AND INCREASED
CONSUMPTION OF TELEVISION
AND NEW MEDIA.
Developing bonding social capital is unfortunately much
easier to develop than bridging social capital as, “Social
capital is often most easily created in opposition to
something or someone else.” (p 361). There are important
benefits to both however, bonding capital is good for
specific reciprocity and helping members of the “in-

group” get by and bridging capital is good for general
reciprocity and helping members of all loosely connected
groups get ahead.
77% of surveyed baby boomers said the nation was worse
off due to “less involvement in our communities” and 50%
of Americans said we are becoming less trustworthy.
This is worth caring about because social capital is integral
to our economy, democracy, health, and happiness.
The general reciprocity, specific reciprocity, and trust
created by our bridging and bonding networks are what
encourages participation in democracy, allows people
to resolve collective problems, facilitates economic
transactions, and supports the flow of information and
support. Social connections have also been proven to
improve our health through psychological and biological
processes (Putnam, 2000).
Oldenburg posits that declining social capital is due to
a lack of available places to conduct informal public life
in America. The informal places were forgotten when
we shifted to a suburban society dependent on cars for
transport and without neighborhood institutions within
walking distance. One measure to combat declining
social capital is to build and support “third places”
where incidental and repeated social interactions create
and reinforce bonds between community members
(Oldenburg, 1997). Third places are inclusive social places
that are separate from work and home. They provide a
space for informal public life to unfold.

9

THIRD PLACE RESEARCH
Third places have a long history in human culture. In
Greek and Roman societies, the agora and the forum were
gathering areas that were monumental and central to the
community, free to enter, and encouraged congregation.
The leaders of those societies understood the importance
of a content and connected public and built institutions
to support those aims. In more modern times, third places
have included cafes, coffee shops, community centers,
general stores, taverns, and bars.
Oldenburg believes the contributing factors to the decline
of the third place are urban planning practices that
discourage walking and suburban development.
10

According to Oldenburg third places must meet the
following eight criteria:
• homes away from home: the place and activities
that occur there may be considered ordinary and
“homely” by visitors
• low profile: plain, comfortable, and not showy,
this helps encourage mainly locals to visit and
discourages pretension among the users of the
space
• playful: enjoyable and lively atmosphere – in
contrast to the serious mood of work, third places
should leave the visitor wanting to return and
recreate the experience
• regulars: a core group of regulars or characters
facilitate conversations and introduce newcomers

• levelers: inclusive places that are not dependent
on participants’ social or economic rank or status,
there is no formal criteria for membership
• neutral ground: people are free to come and go
without obligations, there is no responsibility for
someone to act as a host
• accessible and accommodating: the place must
be available to drop in as desired without formal
plans and for most hours of the day, it also must
be convenient to the home to encourage visitation
and the likelihood of knowing the others using the
space
• conversational: the main activity of third places,
vital as a vehicle for casual interactions
Oldenburg argues that third places provide both individual
benefits and common good benefits.
Everyday incidental interactions in third places provide
individual benefits like improved relationships between
neighbors, decreased loneliness and isolation, improved
perception of safety, a sense of novelty which is
stimulating, perspective through learning about the lives
of others in your community, and the reaffirming sense of
being among and belonging to a group of friends.
Third places also provide benefits to society as a whole,
they provide a setting for political conversation to occur
which leads to an informed and engaged citizenry, they
create a habit of association that reinforces a sense of
community, they create social norms and decency by

building bonds between members that builds a sense of
deference to other members, they provide a safe source
of fun, they are outposts of the public domain that are
self-monitored by the community.

PLACEMAKING
When examining how to create a new third place that
meets the needs of today’s citizens and builds social
capital, it is important to research the thinking around how
to create places that reflect the community they are built
in and that create a sense of attachment between the
building and the community members. The place should
feel like a natural extension of the community rather than
something forced on or provided by an outside source.
Bruce Hull’s research into image congruity, place
attachment, and community gives us the language to talk
about these topics. We must first understand the basic
vocabulary of Hull’s research:
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• Image Congruity refers to the fit between the
meanings and values associated with a physical
place (i.e., a neighborhood or building within a
neighborhood) and a person’s self-view. Image
congruity is impacted by three factors: social
imageability, extended self, and place identity.
• Social Imageability is when a place has a social
meaning to users usually due to an association with
group activities
• Extended Self is a component of one’ self-identity
that consists of the people, places and objects one

Community Living Room | Design Development

associates with and help us form and tell our story
• Place Identity is the act of comparing previous
associated places to our new environments and
looking for familiar threads or differences
Hull states that social imageability, extended self, and
place identity combined create the image congruity of a
place. Then a place has image congruity it creates place
attachment and a sense of community.
We can understand then that placemaking requires that a
space has meaning to its users. When a place has meaning
to its users, the space becomes part of the community
members’ self-identity. This creates an attachment to
the place and reinforces the members’ belonging to the
community surrounding the place. Place attachment and
the sense of community promotes health, safety, social
interaction, and mutual aid (Hull, 1992).
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To ensure that spaces become a part of community
member’s self-identity we should make sure there is
an association with group activities, that the places are
consistently frequented by community members, and
that it reflects spaces community members are already
associated with.

PARTICIPATORY DESIGN

12.1 Fairfield Library | Quinn Evans

Community or participatory design has a long history
in the US but cannot be distilled down to a particular
theoretical idea or practical approach. The process is
highly contextual and completely dependent on the
relationship between the designer and the community

in question. Techniques like user surveys, community
workshops, post-occupancy studies, or engaging artists to
help determine community needs and ideas have proven
to be successful in engaging the community and gaining
their input. These methods help transfer the power of
the expert to the community and decenter the designer’s
voice. The process needs to be tailored to the community
being served and viewed as just as important as the final
product (Goodman, 2022).

CONCLUSION
The research has shown one measure to combat declining
social capital is to create third places where incidental and
repeated social interactions build and reinforce bonds
between community members (Oldenburg, 1997).
With the reduction of accessible and inclusive public
third places, many libraries have responded by adapting
to act as community hubs. Libraries have updated their
archetypal interior design and programming to be a
contemporary third place. In a recent Pew Study 90% of
Americans ages 16 and older said that the closing of their
local public library would have a negative impact on their
community (Pew Research Center, 2020).
Interior design can establish and reinforce bridging and
bonding social ties for the purpose of strengthening
community and social capital by using the known
best practices of third place design, placemaking, and
participatory design.
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PRECEDENT STUDIES

THE ARCUS CENTER
FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE
LEADERSHIP
Kalamazoo, MI
Architect: Studio Gang Architects
Year Completed: 2014
Square Feet: 10,000
The Arcus Center for Social Justices was created with the
mission of bringing social justice planning and leadership
activities into the public realm instead of the usual private
spaces they occurred.
16

The design is visually open and prioritizes daylight. The Y
shaped building features three large glass walls. The northeast end has a view of the center of campus. The southern
end faces into a grove of trees. The north-west end faces
the community immediately off campus, directly across
the street. The intention is to allow many sight lines into
the building from the surrounding community and inviting
community members to watch the activities taking place
in the building.
The plan encourages convening in configurations that
begin to break down barriers between people. It features
a living room, hearth, and kitchen for sharing food at
the center of the building which creates the potential
for frequent informal meetings and casual, chance
encounters. Additionally, the space is adaptable to a
variety of functions and events, both for the college and
the community.

Community Living Room | 17.1

Axon View | 17.2

Site Plan | 16.1

Exterior View | 16.2

Section View | 17.3

Meeting Space | 17.4
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THE LIBBIE MILL LIBRARY
Henrico, VA
Architect: Quinn Evans
Year Completed: 2015
Square Feet: 40,000
The Libbie Mill Library was designed as the center
connecting piece of a new planned mixed use community.
The planners and designers envisioned the space as a place
for learning, individual transformation, and community
building.
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Based on feedback from the community, the design put
a priority on sustainability. The building was orientated to
take advantage of thermal heat gains in the winter and
reductions in the summer as well as using daylighting as
often as possible.

Exterior View | 18.1
Children’s Area | 19.1

Daylighting | 19.2

To bring the community in, large expanses of glass were
used across entire exterior walls. This provides both
daylight and sight lines into the space from the nearby
walking paths.
The design also incorporated the surrounding community
by including a Henrico County Heritage Wall (a 15 flat
panel interactive learning station).

Open Study | 18.2

Heritage Wall | 19.3

Quiet Study | 19.4
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FRANCIS A. GREGORY
LIBRARY
Washington, D.C.
Architect: David Adjaye Associates
Year Completed: 2012
Square Feet: 23,000
The DC public Library system desired a architecturally
distinct branch library in hopes of “transforming these
small civic buildings from just repositories of books into
incubators for learning as well as community interaction.”
The building serves as a landmark in the community that
helps build a sense of common identity.
20

The design draws heavily from its setting in the Fort Davis
park. The glass exterior reflects the surrounding nature
and the interior cut outs are meant to frame key views.
The interior material palette also draws from the forest like
setting using mainly timber cladding.

First Floor Plan | 21.2

Exterior View | 20.1

Stacks | 21.1

Section View | 20.2

Childrens Area | 21.3

There are three major programing zones: adults, children,
and teens with additional flexible meeting room options.

Second Floor Plan | 21.4
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SEVEN HILLS SCHOOL
1311 Overbrook Rd
Richmond, VA 23220
Built 1927
16,778 SF
The building was originally constructed by Richmond’s
Department of Public Works as a gas meter repair facility
to meet the growing demand for utilities on the North
Side of Richmond. In the early 2000s the building was
converted into a private middle school for boys.
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The site was selected because its proximity to a
community lacking a library and community center, the
unique construction and aesthetic of the building that
allows it to be a landmark in the neighborhood, and the
conducive layout to a library program and gathering space.

SITE
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The site is embedded in the Frederick Douglass Court,
the Edgehill neighborhood, and Chamberlayne Court
neighborhoods. The area has a rich history that begins
with the founding of Virginia Union University in 1865
to give newly emancipated freedmen an opportunity
for education. The walking distance location allows for
partnership programming opportunities with VUU and
the nearby retail corridor. The generous site allows for
additional outdoor programming like a community garden
and parking.

RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS
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Residential

e Ave.

Pfizer

Virginia Union University
Br
oa

dS
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Site

The building is a nine-bay, two-story reinforced concrete
building with Flemish bond brick panels between the
expressed concrete-structure. The exposed concrete
frame organizes the facade vertically into three sections
(three bays each) and three horizontal sections that
correspond to the floor lines. The building has a front
gable roof covered with slate shingles. The gable ends have
corbeled brick cornices below the roof line, terracotta
coping, and a copper finial at the apex. The central door
has a decorative brick entablature composed of soldier
courses on the sides and topped with parged blocks at the
corners.
The floors are concrete decking with concrete beams
supported by square concrete columns placed on a
regular grid. The first floor is divided into two sections by a
central north-south corridor with rooms opening to either
side. The perimeter walls are painted brick and gypsum
wall board.
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It is a unique industrial building in Richmond because its
expressed concrete frame and brick infill walls coupled
with its gabled roof.

26.1

EXISTING BUILDING

Buildings like the meter repair building are representative
of the type of buildings that inspired Le Corbusier’s
theories of modern architecture and his affinity
for American buildings designed by engineers who
emphasized form and function rather than a strict
adherence to prevailing architectural styles

FIRST FLOOR PLAN
nts

SECOND FLOOR PLAN
nts

BASEMENT FLOOR PLAN
nts

PARTI DIAGRAMS
BUILDING PARTI DIAGRAMS
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NEIGHBORHOOD HISTORY
Residential Neighborhoods within a 5 minute walking
distance include the Edgehill Neighborhood, Frederick
Douglass Court, and the Chamberlayne Court Addition.
In the early 1900s many successful African-Americans
lived in Jackson Ward, but Jackson Ward was becoming
overcrowded and there were many families displaced
by the extension of Chamberlayne Avenue into
Chamberlayne Parkway, creating a need for a new
community.
A group of prominent African Americans, including
Maggie Walker, seeking a new neighborhood of modern
homes on spacious lots formed a company in 1919 to
develop Frederick Douglass Court on land adjacent to
Virginia Union University.

30

30.1

The 16-acre residential community was developed along
streetcar lines located north of downtown Richmond
Bordered by Brook Road, Overbrook Road and Dubois
Avenue, the neighborhood was subdivided into 113 lots,
typically 30 by 135 feet, with larger parcels along Brook
Road. Available lots were up to three times the size of
those in nearby Jackson Ward, allowing space for front
yards as well as larger back yards and porches.
Seeking continuity, developers offered three basic designs
for planned homes with stucco exteriors, based on what
was called a foursquare plan.

NEIGHBORHOOD AND
BUILDING HISTORY

The early stucco model homes were joined by Tudor style
houses in the 1920s and 30s as well as ranch-style homes

in the 1940s, and finally, a few modern residences in the
1950s.

MANY NEIGHBORHOOD
HOMES ARE ATTRIBUTED TO
LOCAL AFRICAN AMERICAN
ARCHITECT CHARLES T.
RUSSELL, ONE OF THE FIRST
BLACK LICENSED ARCHITECTS
IN VIRGINIA.
The neighborhood played multiple important roles over
the next few decades including acting as a central base
for black activism for voter registration and political
empowerment during the transition from segregation to
integration, the birth place of many black leaders, and the
training site of Arthur Ashe.
In the 1950s the addition of the elevated 95 interstate
through and around the neighborhood cut the
neighborhood off from other thriving black communities
and made foot traffic very difficult.
Current Neighborhood Stats:
•

Population is 2,550 people

•

Residential mix is 32% owner occupied, 55%
rental and 13% vacant

•

Average income is just under $ 35,000

•

Retail spending is lower because of the number
of students from near by VUU with less
disposable income

•

Housing is older (50% built before 1939)

•

There is demand for a variety of new housing

•

The neighborhood has multiple uses including
education, institution/health care, residential,
industrial, office, and retail

Nearby Virginia Union University was founded in
1865 and was established to provide an education for
emancipated African Americans. Formal classes were held
in a former slave jail in Shockoe Valley until the campus
was relocated in 1899.
Primarily constructed between 1899 and 1901, nine
Romanesque structures built of rough-faced grey granite
ashlar were designed by prominent African American
architect John H. Coxhead; seven of these are extant. A
foil to these structures, the International Style Belgium
Friendship Building (now known as Barco-Stevens Hall),
with its 165-foot tall tower constructed for the 1939
World’s Fair in New York was relocated to the Richmond
campus in 1941.

31

BUILDING HISTORY
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After the Revolutionary War Richmond was incorporated
as a city, and entered a period of industrial expansion
and population growth. A public water supply system was
completed in 1832 at a cost of approximately $83,000
and the Richmond Water Works was created to manage
the new system to support this growth. Customers
were charged a flat fee system which encouraged large
amounts of waste and contributed to a deficit in the
operating budget of the Water Works. In 1883, the city
installed water meters to measure the distribution of
water pumped from city reservoirs. In the early 1900s,
Richmond again experienced significant growth due to the
annexation of nearby county lands and the introduction
of the streetcar increased demand for city utilities, which
led to a period of extensive construction of new gas and
water lines in the City. To meet increasing demand for
utility service and to streamline operations, the City’s
Water Works, Gas Works, the Electrical Plant and the
Electrical Inspection Department were consolidated into
the Department of Public Utilities.

1927. Adelstein was a Smithfield, Virginia native and an
alumnus ofthe Virginia Military Institute. He served in
the Army Air Service during World War 1, retiring after
15 years of service with the rank of Captain. His early
career as an engineer focused on building construction.
Adelstein later expanded his scope of work to include
bridges and other infrastructure. As Chief Engineer for
the Public Works Department, Adelstein was responsible
for the construction and repair of infrastructure including
the Shockoe Creek Sewer, city garages, streets, and
recreational facilities, as well as the meter repair facility
on Howard Road for the Department of Public Utilities.
Adelstein was later employed by other firms including
Carneal, Johnston and Wright, the Chesapeake and Ohio,
the Virginia Central, and the Seaboard Air Line railways,
as well as the Federal War Department. He was involved
in the planning and construction of many bridges and
buildings in Virginia. As a design engineer for Seaboard Air
Line Railway from 1933-1934, he was responsible for the
design of the James River railroad bridge still in use today.

The City of Richmond Department of Public Utilities
began construction on the storage and operations facility
on Howard Road, currently Overbrook Road, in 1926.
The Howard Road facility was seen as a great advance in
efficiency. It provided space for the storage of materials
required for repair and installation and served as a central
facility for the department.

The area was a corn field before it was purchased by
the city. The facility served as a center of operations
for the linemen who installed the gas and water mains
and all other workers not directly engaged at one of
the production plants in the city. It was purchased by
Richmond Public Schools in the mid 1900s and used
as offices and meeting space. In 2007 the building was
purchased by the Seven Hills Schools and renovated to
accommodate the private boys middle school.

The meter repair building was designed by engineer
Kenneth M. Adelstein, an employee of the City of
Richmond Department of Public Works from 1921-

33.2

33.1

33.3

33.4
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PARTI DIAGRAMS

The concept for this project is exposed connections.
The idea draws inspiration from the goal of the project
to strengthen community bonds, from the expressed
construction methods of the building, and from the rich
history of the site’s neighborhood. The concept influenced
the design by informing the space planning and circulatory
patterns to encourage interaction and highlight gathering
spaces, drawing from the neighborhood building history to
guide materiality, and inspiring detailing decisions.
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PROGRAMMING +
CODE

WELCOME LOBBY

COMMUNITY LIVING ROOM

MEDIA LAB

A place for welcoming, orientation, and gathering. It aids
in the orientation of the occupants and facilitates entry
into the spaces beyond.
Occupancy Type: A-3
Max. Occupancy: 30
Area: 1500

Large open area intended to be the social heart of the
building. Laid out to encourage interaction and create a
sense of inclusion. Includes stacks and open study areas. .
Occupancy Type: A-3
Max. Occupancy: 60
Area: 3600

Computer lab and classroom with printing, copying,
and scanning access. Integrated AV equipment for
collaboration.
Occupancy Type: A-3
Max. Occupancy: 14
Area: 640

Construction

Type A-3

Gross Area

16778

Efficiency Ratio

70%

CAFE

MEETING ROOM

TEEN AREA

Total Net Area

12000

Total Occupant Load

230

Egress Stairs

1

A community gathering zone and facilitator of interaction.
Available for the quick drop in or the all day stay.
Occupancy Type: A-3
Max. Occupancy: 30
Area: 640

Private meeting space with acoustic privacy and closed
storage for meeting tables, chairs, and supplies.
Occupancy Type: A-3
Max. Occupancy: 20
Area: 480

A place for teens. Dedicated areas for young adult books,
media, and reading
Occupancy Type: A-3
Max. Occupancy: 30
Area: 1925

ADA Fixtures

4

CHILDREN”S AREA

PRIVATE STUDY

STAFF AREA

Water Fountains

2

A place for children and their guardians. Dedicated areas
for children’s books, media, and reading.
Occupancy Type: A-3
Max. Occupancy: 30
Area: 1925
Area: 260

Two private study rooms with acoustic privacy. Includes
integrated AV equipment for collaboration.
Occupancy Type: A-3
Max. Occupancy: 8
Area: 260

Work zone and break area for all staff. Includes pantry and
gathering area for staff and six work stations.
Occupancy Type: B
Max. Occupancy: 8
Area: 825

37

The site is embedded in the Frederick Douglass Court,
the Edgehill neighborhood, and Chamberlayne Court
neighborhoods. The area has a rich history that begins
with the founding of Virginia Union University in 1865
to give newly emancipated freedmen an opportunity
for education. The walking distance location allows for
partnership programming opportunities with VUU and
the nearby retail corridor. The generous site allows for
additional outdoor programming like a community garden
and parking.
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ADJACENCY STUDIES
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OPTION 1

OPTION 2
LAB

STAFF WORK
ROOM / PANTRY

ADULT

study rooms

restrooms

STAFF WORK

AREA / STUDY

ROOM / PANTRY

childrens area

MEETING

living room

second floor

REST

REST

ROOM

ROOMS

ADULT
AREA / STUDY

MEDIA

LAB

STAFF WORK
ROOM / PANTRY

MEDIA

LAB

ROOMS

REST
ROOMS

T.O. Basement Slab
basement
1
3/32" = 1'-0"

adult area
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The space is designed to facilitate and encourage
interaction to build social ties within the community.
Space planning prioritized sightlines to allow users to
see who else is in the space. The circulation paths were
created to promote visibility and exchange.
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WELCOME LOBBY
A place for welcoming, orientation, and gathering. It aids
in the orientation of the occupants and facilitates entry
into the spaces beyond.
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Concept explorations were used to create a system of
construction and a kit of parts to generate many custom
components of the final design.
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CAFE
A community gathering zone and facilitator of interaction.
Available for the quick drop in or the all day stay.
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CHILDREN’S AREA
A place for children and their guardians. Dedicated areas
for children’s books, media, and reading.
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COMMUNITY LIVING ROOM
Large open area intended to be the social heart of the
building. Laid out to encourage interaction and create a
sense of inclusion. Includes stacks and open study areas.
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OPEN STUDY
58

The Open Study area is adjacent to the Community Living
room to allow fluid transitions between the two activities
and encourage interaction among occupants of both
spaces. Daylight and views were prioritizes for this area.
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MEDIA LAB
Computer lab and classroom with printing, copying,
and scanning access. Integrated AV equipment for
collaboration.
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TEEN AREA
A place for teens. Dedicated areas for young adult books,
media, and reading.
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Grateful does not begin to describe my feelings about
my experience over the course of the last two years.
My thesis was an investigation into why community is
important and how to support community building. It
was fitting to study this topic while being a part of the
incredible community at VCUarts Interior Design. As I
graduate, I am looking forward to remaining a member of
this group and getting to give back as I grow in my career.
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The thesis defense felt like a celebration and reflection on
the growth gained over the course of the program. The
questions and feedback probed how I could continue to
develop the strongest pieces of design and the value of
finding a strong concept despite the challenge. During
the thesis year we often heard “your thesis should take
you through the next fifty years of your career, this is just
the beginning of that exploration”. I have no doubt the
questions posed this year will continue to be a thread in
my work and look forward to revisiting this time.

FINAL THOUGHTS
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CAFE

Hightower
Stackton Chair
Stackable
SCS Indoor Advantage Gold

CHILDREN’S AREA

Ceramic Technics
Altamira Morocco Tile - Terracotta
Warmth
Grid pattern

Carnegie
Aerial Wallcovering
Grid pattern
PVC- free, Recycled materials

Arktura
Switch 48 Ceiling Cloud
Foil to grid structure
Conceals acoustic panels on ceiling
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SPEC BOOK

FilzFelt
Acoustic Felt - D’blau
Acoustic absorbtion
Contrast

FilzFelt
Horizontal Bar Acoustic Panel
Acoustic absorbtion
Linear pattern

Shaw
Expanse 5T219 - Vast
Organic but ordered
Recycled at end-of-life

Agati
Etta Table
Child scale
Solid wood for durability

Salvatori
Farfalla Ceiling Light
Wayfinding
Linear

Existing
Polished and Sealed Concrete
Reduced need for new materials
Reflects buildings history

Arcadia
Small Sorts Lounge
Child scale but can allow adult
Invites play and work

Hightower
Kona Pouf - KN3855
Flexibility
Red list free

TEEN AREA

Designtex
Corrugate 6674-803 - Platinum
Texture
Mindful Materials

MEDIA LAB

Bernhardt
Code Lounge
Flexibility
SCS Indoor Advantage Gold

TURF
Urban Acoustic Tiles
Sound absorbtion
Grid structure

Andreu World
Nuez Lounge
Comfort
Level 2 certified to ANSI/BIFMA

COMMUNITY LIVING ROOM

OPEN STUDY

Shaw Carpet Tile
Enclave 5T371 - Birch
Organic but ordered
Recycled at end-of-life

OFS
Kintra Table - Blonde Flat Cut
Linear form
Lightness

Wolf Gordon Upholstery
Watson WTS 6473 - Pebble
Textured
Extremely durable

Arconas
Kalm Lounge Chair - Natural Oak
Comfort
Sense of privacy
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Focal Point
Seem 1 Acoustic Trio
Acoustic absorbtion
Integrated direct and indirect light

Plain Sawed White Oak Plywood
European Oak, Prime Grade Warmth
Reflection of home

Hightower
Dry Bench
Steel components echo storefront
Recycled content

Steelcase Learning
Node 5 Star Base Chair
Casters allow for flexibility
Ergonomic for computer usage

Wolf Gordon Upholstery
Barrington BRT 5709 -Tuscan Red
Subtle additional of color to palette
78% recycled content

JSI
Single Seat Leg Lounge - Oak
Exposed frame reflects concept
Greenguard Gold Certified

Studio TK
Mava Chair - Dark Grey
Lightness
Exposed construction

Andreu World
Arc Table ME5488 - Oak
Flexibility
Level 2 certified to ANSI/BIFMA

Bernhardt
Chantal Guest Chair
Comfort
Reflection of home

JSI
Indie Occasional Table
Exposed frame reflects concept
Greenguard Gold Certified

Steelcase
QiVi Chair
Casters allow for flexibility
SCS Indoor Advantage Gold

Steelcase
Verlay Conference Table
Tabletop power
SCS Indoor Advantage Gold

Coalesse
Together Bench
Creates a defined space
Cradle-to-Cradle

Studio TK
Kuskoa Stool - White Oak
Exposed frame reflects concept
Creates a place to perch

Existing
Polished and Sealed Concrete
Reduced need for new materials
Reflects buildings history

Navy Island
Ceiling Acoustic Panels
Warmth
Acoustic absorbtion

